Stockham Primary School

English and Literacy Policy
The study of English and Literacy develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, so using language to learn and communicate ideas, views and feelings.  It enables children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts.  Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of situations.

Aims and Objectives

Through teaching children to use spoken and written language competently and confidently staff at Stockham School aim to: 

· encourage all children to develop an enjoyment of reading, writing, speaking and listening;

· teach children how to craft language for particular effects, through an understanding of how texts are created in relation to genre, purpose and audience;

· provide interactive opportunities for children to practise using language in relevant, ‘real life’ contexts;

· provide opportunities for children to communicate independent views and opinions, respond imaginatively and express feelings through spoken and written language;

· enable children to make critical responses about the language which they read, view and hear in a variety of media;

· provide an integrated approach to reading and writing, speaking and listening.

· address the need to develop language skills in all curriculum subjects;

· recognise the language experiences of children at home and in the wider community;

· increase children’s understanding of how language is used in the world beyond school.

Teaching and Learning Style

At Stockham School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in English and Literacy lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in English.  Teachers ensure that children are aware of what they are learning and aiming to achieve by sharing learning objectives and success criteria with them. Teachers deliver the curriculum through regular lessons that consist of both whole-class and group teaching as well as individual and pair learning. These lessons can include any of the following and often include a selection of these stragtegies: whole-class shared reading, writing, speaking and listening, story telling or drama activities, grammar or spelling activities, focused phonic, word or sentence activities. Lessons also include opportunities for children to review their progress and learning and address their next steps. 

Children have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts and stimuli and they use a range of resources.  Teachers and children use ICT in English and Literacy lessons where it enhances learning, for example drafting work and using multimedia to study how words and images are combined to convey meaning.  Wherever possible we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum and incorporate the teaching of Literacy within our topic-based approach to the curriculum.
Our school has adopted a story telling approach to learning and teachers are using storytelling as a way of enhance a love of texts and language. By encouraging children to retell stories and non-fiction texts as well as creating their own stories children develop a strong use of language. This reflects in their reading ability and writing and encourages the children to be creative in their own writing and use of verbal language.
The planning and teaching of the curriculum at Stockham School takes into account the following statements from the National Curriculum as well as the programmes of study for each year group:
Aims 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

· read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

· use discussion in order to learn

· they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
Spoken language 

The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers should therefore ensure the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills. Pupils should develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others and teachers should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy misconceptions. Pupils should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances.

Reading 
The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions: 

· word reading 

· comprehension (both listening and reading). 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed for each. Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school. Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.

Writing 

The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those for reading: 

· transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

· composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these two dimensions. In addition, pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing have been incorporated into the programmes of study for composition. Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting.

Differentiation

There are children of differing abilities in all classes at Stockham School.  We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  We achieve this through a range of strategies.  In some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, while in other lessons we ask children to work from the same starting point before moving on to develop their ideas to their own ability and to achieve their individual potential.  We use classroom assistants and a range of resources in various ways to support some children and to extend others, enabling work to be matched to the needs of the individuals. We always encourage children to challenge themselves and achieve their full potential. 
English and Literacy Curriculum Planning

English and Literacy is a core subject in the National Curriculum. We carry out the curriculum planning in English and Literacy in three phases (long-term, medium term and short term).  The New National Curriculum (2014) for Teaching details what we teach in the long term.  We plan work with a focus upon our current topic or story telling approach. We ensure that all skills required in the National curriculum are addressed through a range of genres which are spread across the year groups within the school. 
Phonics is planned and taught through ‘Letters and Sounds’. Teachers and teaching assistants deliver regular phonic sessions at appropriate level and phase for the children in their group. These sessions include a range of strategies for learning and children learn to apply their phonic knowledge when reading and writing as links are made explicit.

Spelling is planned and taught using the Babcock scheme in Years 2-6.

Handwriting is planned and taught using the Penpals for Handwriting Scheme.

Grammar is taught in line with the curriculum objectives. This can take place as part of the English lessons and in KeyStage 2 classes have a weekly separate specific grammar session. 

The Foundation Stage

We teach English and Literacy in the Foundation Stage class as an integral part of the school’s work.  Learning techniques used are similar to the rest of the school but activities tend to be spread across the school day rather than completed in direct succession. All children have the opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen carefully, and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary and communication skills.  They have the opportunity to explore, enjoy, learn about and use words and texts in a range of situations. Communication and language is a prime area of the EYFS and this area is provided for and planned for on a daily basis.  The children participate daily phonics session which are planned and taught in relation to the phonics programme Letters and Sounds.  The curriculum for both Literacy and Communication and Language is planned, delivered and assessed in relation to the EYFS development matters and Early Learning Goals. 

Teaching English and Literacy to children with special needs

At Stockham School we teach English and Literacy to all children, whatever their ability. English forms part of the broad and balanced education we provide for all children.  Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of the children with learning difficulties.  Work in English and Literacy takes into account the targets set for individual children.

Teachers provide help with communication and literacy through: 

· using texts at an appropriate level that children can read and understand;

· using visual and written materials in different formats;

· using ICT, other technological aids and taped materials;

· planning for teaching assistants to support small groups, pairs or individual children with special educational needs;

· using alternative communication such as signs and symbols in rare cases when necessary;

· using a range of resources to enable children to access learning and make progress. 

Contribution of English and Literacy to teaching in other curriculum areas

The skills that children develop in English and Literacy are linked to and applied in, every subject of our curriculum.  The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in school.  These language skills are also developed further through their continual use in all curriculum areas.  

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

The use of ICT enables children to use and apply their developing skills in English in a variety of ways. It is an important means of developing language use in the context of the modern world and is used to support pupil learning in a variety of ways.  Younger children use ICT as a source of information and as a way of enabling them to present their completed work effectively.  Older children also use ICT and the Internet to search for information or to design and draft work.  All children have opportunities to compose directly on the screen and to read information. Children are taught to use word processing techniques to develop writing skills, to check for written accuracy using grammar and spellcheckers and to use a range of fonts and layout presentation features in relation to audience and purpose. Children also use ICT to present their oral work. Childfren use ICT skills to review and develop their work in all areas of the curriculum.
Assessment and Recording

Teachers assess children’s work in English and Literacy in three phases.  The short-term assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help teachers to adjust their daily plans.  Some of these assessments are recorded as evaluations on the teacher’s short term plans. Teachers make these short-term assessments closely to the teaching objectives.  These can be seen in marking through the use of the traffic light system. Teachers use medium-term assessments to measure progress against the key objectives once a term and these are used to inform planning for the next units of work.  Teachers make long-term assessments towards the end of the school year and they use these to assess progress against school and national targets.  With the help of these long-term assessments, teachers are able to set targets for the next school year and summarise the progress of each child before writing the children’s home/school reports.  These long-term assessments are made using teacher assessments and end-of-year tests. 
Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and children should be actively involved through an explicit understanding of the learning objectives, self-evaluation and target setting for personal improvement.
Key Stage 2 use hot and cold assessment tasks to identify targets for units of work and also to evaluate progress and achievement from a completed unit of work.

Resources
There are a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school.  All classes have a selection of fiction texts and a range of age-appropriate small apparatus. Dictionaries and thesauruses are available to all children.  Teachers ensure a selection of non-fiction books related to current topics and interests are selected from the library, kept in their classroom and made available to the children at all times.  We have a school library containing a range of non-ficton and fiction books to support children’s individual research and for them to enjoy. Materials are selected carefully to ensure no discrimination.  Texts are chosen to develop fluency, accuracy, understanding and pleasure in reading and we provide texts from a range of cultures which are free from discrimination and stereotyping.

Monitoring and Review

Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in English and Literacy including equal opportunities is the responsibility of the English co-ordinator.  The work of the co-ordinator also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of English and Literacy, being informed about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  The co-ordinator reviews samples of children’s work and samples of teacher’s planning and also undertakes lesson observations of English and Literacy teaching across the school. 

Developing English at Home

At Stockham School we recognise that the role of the family is central in supporting the children’s language development as a speaker, reader and writer.  We have a homework policy which details all aspects of English homework for each year group. 

Dated  26.9.16
Signed  Sarah Hall (Literacy co-ordinator)
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