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A writing material (look at our free outdoor writing download for
some ideas!)
Natural materials - sticks, leaves, feather, petals & anything else you
can find. If you don’t have access to these you could also use
household items toys with lots of small parts such as Lego.

What you will need:

Begin by checking your child has a secure understanding of numbers.
Give them a two digit number for example 12. Use some natural items to

partition & represent these numbers.
For example:

Addition & subtraction

Number & place value

10 2
You could use a bundle of sticks to represent 10 & a couple of leaves to

represent the 2
If your child is really secure you may not need to use a bundle of sticks

and instead choose a single object to represent 10.
For example:

5
You could use 3 pebbles to represent the tens & 5 petals to

represent the ones
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Addition & subtraction

Questions you could ask:
Can you show the tens & ones in the number?
How many groups of ten are in the number?
I have _ tens and _ ones, what number would that make?

Addition
Write out a simple addition statement such as 12 + 4 =. Ask your
child to represent the number underneath using natural objects.

Explain that when adding we are putting two parts together to
create the whole number. Move all of the natural parts together
and ask the child to identify the whole number that is created. 

Subtraction
Write out a simple subtraction statement such as 16-14 =. This
time ask the child to only make the largest number using the
natural parts. Explain that when subtracting we start with the

whole number & take part of it away. The answer is the part that is
left over. Ask your child to take the first part away & work out the

part that is left over.
 

Have a go at these a few times, you could even have your child
challenge themselves by creating their own!


