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Section 1: Principles

“A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.”

2014 National Curriculum
Educational Aims

At Stockham Primary School we introduce history in a way that is enjoyable and fun.
The main aim of teaching history at Stockham is to encourage the pupils to enjoy learning about the past and their relationship to it. All children in the school have equal opportunities to develop their historical knowledge and skills. 
We aim to enable pupils to:

· know and understand the history of Britain as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.

· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind.

· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’.

· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 
· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.
· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.

Section 2: Practice

The History Curriculum

At Stockham Primary School history is taught by the class teachers whilst being supported by the history co-ordinator. 
Foundation Stage 
In the Foundation class the children work towards the Early Learning Goals by developing their understanding of the world. Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and the lives of family members. They find out about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, communities and traditions.

Foundation children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals for Understanding the World at the end of the year, and are deemed to be at an emerging, expected or exceeding level..

Key Stage 1
Pupils develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They learn where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They are taught to use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They are taught to understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.
Key Stage 2
Pupils continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. Pupils learn to address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
Management and co-ordination

At Stockham Primary School the history co-ordinator is responsible for the management and co-ordination of history throughout the school.  This includes:
· Monitoring the teaching and learning in history.
· Supporting staff with advice.
· Being familiar with resources, be aware of purchasing needs and manage the budget.
· Monitoring the resources in all key stages.
Organisation 

Planning

Class teachers plan their own lessons in line with the 2014 National Curriculum. Teaching of history is often planned as part of the topic work of each class, and the history co-ordinator maintains and updates a coverage map to ensure appropriate breadth and depth of study across both key stages. 
Assessment
Pupils are assessed on their understanding of the objectives of the 2014 National Curriculum. Pupils are are graded as .1 (emerging in their understanding of the curriculum), .2 (developing towards the expected level), .3 (meeting expected level) or .4 (exceeding the expected level).
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study from the 2014 National Curriculum.

Resources

There is a history budget in school. Resources will be purchased as and when necessary.
Policy development process

This policy will be updated regularly as part of the school's continuous series of policy reviews.  This policy will be approved and discussed as and when appropriate.
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