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Dear My Extraordinary Year 2s, Parents and Carers,

It was lovely to catch up with so many of you on the telephone again this week.  I loved hearing all about your exciting Half Terms!  I was also so impressed to discover that many of you continued working through the break as you have enjoyed the learning at home routine you have built so much.  If you missed my call this week, please don’t worry as I will try calling again next week.  Do look out for an unknown number as I will be calling from my mobile at home.  If you need to get in touch with me before then, do send me an email on our Year 2 email address and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  Also, do keep sending the work you are especially proud of and I love receiving photographs of all the exciting, fun things you have been up to as well.  Don’t forget to look at our Year 2 Gallery on the school website which is full of wonderful photogrpahs and videos of you all!
I am writing to you all again today to share the next week of Home Learing tasks I have prepared for you.  As always, please only do what you can and don’t feel that you need to complete everything.  Once again, I have organised the activities into a timetable but as always, this is only for guidance and you are more than welcome to take your pick from the ideas that interest you instead.  You will see that much of the work continues to focus around the story of Gorilla by Anthony Browne and I was so pleased to find out that so many of you have already enjoyed this term’s story so much.  Lots of you gave so much positive feedback during our phone calls.  I hope you enjoy this week’s work just as much!  

Like last week, Miss Hall has also been busy organising some Home Learning for Science and extra Maths units for you all.  This is the information she has asked me to pass on:
Please read through this week's powerpoint presentation together with your child. This week we are learning about habitats.  There is quite a lot to read so don't feel you need to do it all at the same time. There are two worksheets attached which require you to visit a habitat to complete. The habitat can be your garden, or front of your house as an urban habitat or if you are able to visit a pond or woodland these would work well too but there really is no pressure to go any further than your own home.

The first worksheet involves a recap of last week's work but this time based in a set habitat. The second sheet involves drawing a map of a habitat, I would use the second sheet of the two available for this (please note: there is no need to do both sheets). I've also a attached a habitat game for anyone who would like to print it and play it. There is absolutely no pressure to do this though.

Maths Shape lessons from Miss Hall.

Firstly quickly recap the work you did last week on your shape hunt. Can children remember the names of shapes and how many sides they have? Quickly recap what the term quadrilateral means. This week you are going to introduce the term vertices. This is another word for corner, on a 2d shape. Give your child a selection of 2D shapes cut from paper. Ask them to name them and count the number of vertices. You can use a piece of bluetac to place on each vertex in order to ensure they only count each vertex once.  Then ask your child to look at how many sides a shape has and how many vertices it has. Can they find a pattern that works for most shapes?

After this play a game with your child where you place a selection of 2d shapes (cut from card) inside a bag or box. One person selects a shape and has to describe it to the other for them to guess. Encourage the use of the terms sides, vertices, quadrilateral, curved, straight etc. E,g, My shape has 3 vertices. It has 3 straight sides and it isn't a quadrilateral. Do you know what it is? After playing this a few times you can change the game so the person who is guessing has to ask questions instead e.g. how many vertices does your shape have? Does it have any curved sides? Is it a square?  This all encourages good shape knowledge and a practical use of mathematical vocabulary.
I hope this is all helpful with your Home Learning and, as I have previously mentioned, please do only what you are able to.  Everything Miss Hall and I have listed above can be found on the Stockham School website.  Please click on the Home Learning tab followed by Year 2 to find each link.  
If you need to reach me or would like to discuss anything, please email me on distance.learning2@stockham.oxon.sch.uk and I will reply as soon as I can.  I will be calling you all again for another catch up next week or possibly the week after if fortnightly calls were discussed and agreed on the phone with me.  I am really looking forward to talking to you all again.

Until then, thinking of you all.  Stay safe and stay well,

From Mrs Mascord
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