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Section 1: Principles

“A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.”
2014 National Curriculum
Educational Aims

At Stockham Primary School we introduce geography in a way that is enjoyable and fun.
The main aim of teaching geography at Stockham is to encourage the pupils to enjoy learning about the world we live in. All children in the school have equal opportunities to develop their geographical skills. 
We aim to enable pupils to:

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes.

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.

· become competent in the geographical skills needed to:
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes.

· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS).

· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
Section 2: Practice

The Geography Curriculum

At Stockham Primary School geography is taught by the class teachers whilst being supported by the geography co-ordinator. 
Foundation Stage
In the Foundation class the children work towards the Early Learning Goals by developing their understanding of the world. Children learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others, in relation to places and communities. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another.
Foundation children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals for Understanding the World at the end of the year, and are deemed to be at an emerging, expected or exceeding level.
Key Stage 1
Pupils develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They are taught to understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.
Key Stage 2
Pupils extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This includes the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. Pupils develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.
Management and co-ordination

At Stockham Primary School the geography co-ordinator is responsible for the management and co-ordination of geography throughout the school.  This includes:
· Monitoring the teaching and learning in geography.
· Supporting staff with advice.
· Being familiar with resources, be aware of purchasing needs and manage the budget.
· Monitoring the resources in all key stages.
Organisation

Planning

Class teachers plan their own lessons in line with the 2014 National Curriculum. Teaching of geography is often planned as part of the topic work of each class, and the geography co-ordinator maintains and updates a coverage map to ensure appropriate breadth and depth of study across both key stages.

Assessment
Pupils are assessed on their understanding of the objectives of the 2014 National Curriculum. Pupils are are graded as .1 (emerging in their understanding of the curriculum), .2 (developing towards the expected level), .3 (meeting expected level) or .4 (exceeding the expected level).
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study from the 2014 National Curriculum.
Resources

There is a geography budget in school. Resources will be purchased as and when necessary.

Policy development process

This policy will be updated regularly as part of the school's continuous series of policy reviews.  This policy will be approved and discussed as and when appropriate.
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