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January 12th 2021

 Remote Learning 
We have been so pleased to see so many of the children engaging with the remote learning timetables this week; we hope they are clear and easy for you and your child to engage with. The teachers and teaching assistant have been working hard to provide live sessions, government recommended learning sites and recorded messages. 

This letter details how remote learning for all children works: how it is shared with you and how you/your child sends the work back to the teacher for feedback. 

Timetable and resources 
The timetable for home learning will be available on you class TEAMs page. This timetable will clearly explain the lessons and the tasks; we hope it is easy for you to use. If there are any worksheets or resources for the lesson, these will be saved as assignments in your child’s class area. Teachers will aim to assign the next day’s work before 9pm the night before, so that parents have a chance to prepare for the next day (if needed).

How will my child be taught remotely?

Here are some examples of remote teaching approaches:

· live teaching by the class teacher (live online lessons)

· recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio recordings made by teachers)

· printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets)

· textbooks and reading books pupils have at home

· Government recommended and commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, including video clips or sequences: National Oak academy, White Rose maths, Spelling shed, Mathletics, Times Tables Rockstars, Bbc bite size, Jolly phonics and many more
· Some project work and/or internet research activities 
· Non-screen time activities, linked to well-being and exercise.
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:

	Key Stage 1
	Approx 3 hours including off screen time, shorter focused lessons, some opportunities for play based learning

	Key Stage 2
	3- 4 hours with some time off screen, exercise  and well-being


Live Teams meetings - Your child’s teacher will carry out two live sessions on TEAMs with the class at their home each day. There will be a morning registration slot and an afternoon slot. These sessions will be to introduce the days learning and engage the children.  One of these sessions may be the teacher teaching a short live lesson with the children in school, teaching spellings or phonics, teaching a well-being session, introducing the days learning and expectations, a pre-recorded lesson from the teacher, reading a class story at the end of the day or a feedback and assessment session.  There may be occasions when the teaching assistants take over from the teacher. If the teacher is having their planning time (PPA), they will not be able to carry out their live meeting in the afternoon. 

Your child may be invited to additional live sessions throughout the day at different times, for example to join in with a lesson in school. Any live contact and accessibility to learning will be dependent on the internet connection and bandwidth as there will be issues from both the school end and from children’s homes. Please note that there is a protocol for using live TEAMs sessions: https://stockham.eschools.co.uk/web/teams_protocol_for_parents/534066
Timings for meetings are as follows: 

Y5 and Y6 8.45am and 1.15pm 

Y3 and Y4 9.00am and 2.30pm

Y1 9.15 and 2.15

Y2 9.30am and 1.00

Foundation 9.30 and 2.00 

Feedback on children’s work

Teachers will provide feedback on work at least once a week. There are many opportunities provided to pupils to receive feedback on their work and support throughout the day. The teacher may tell you that they are holding a ‘drop in’ session during the day. This means that the teacher will be in the live chat room and children can ask questions about the work set or receive additional support if stuck or wanting to challenge themselves further. There is also the chat function where children can help their peers and TAs and teachers can interact together. Teachers will keep a register of engagement and contact families if they feel a child is disengaged with their learning.

Laptops and devices
We realise that not everyone has access to a laptop/tablet/phone so do please let your class teacher know if this is the case for your family. 

We have endeavoured to make most of these meetings at different times so that children sharing a device are able to attend. There are always issues with IT so please bear with us if a link does not work – we will try our very best to ensure this does not happen. 

We are sourcing laptops from a number of different charities and grants. We have a list in school of families who need a device urgently and those who would benefit from more devices due to multiple siblings in the house. We will be in touch with families as soon as we have devices to share with you.

Additional support for pupils with particular needs

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:

· Offer some in-school learning days

· Support from professionals such as our home-school link worker (Suzanne Clarke) and special needs teacher (Katie Roberts).

· Setting appropriate learning for each child’s needs

· Some support for achieving pupil profile targets (if staffing and time allow) 
Printing resources

We have received a few requests for printed packs of resources. We currently have all teachers in school teaching their class of eligible children, planning for the next day’s lessons, uploading work whilst also responding to messages and submitted work on the Teams; it is therefore very difficult to be preparing packs of resources too. Your child does not have to print out the sheets to work on, they may just write the answer on a piece of paper or write on the worksheet on their device itself. We know that there are some circumstances where this isn’t possible, for example where two children are sharing one phone, and we of course will be happy to provide a pack in these cases. 

Finally, please continue to do the best you can in your circumstances. We know these differ hugely from family to family and ultimately the health and well-being of you and your family is the most important thing to focus on. If you are having difficulties, please do let us know and we will do our best to support you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Ruth Burbank

Head Teacher
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