Stockham School Homework Policy
Introduction

We think that homework is important because it allows parents to take an active role in the education their children are receiving at school. By participating in the work, parents show their children that they value what is being taught in the classroom and allow its extension and reinforcement into areas which it may not be possible to explore at school. We would like the emphasis to be on enjoyment of learning things together.
Many children already take part in various homework activities which are invaluable, these include Brownies, Cubs, sports clubs, museum and library visits etc. We tend to set homework weekly so the parents and children can choose the best time during the week to complete it. A statement on homework is included in the Home School Agreement that parents, staff and children have signed.
This policy statement has been prepared in order for you, as parents, to understand the purpose and benefits of homework for primary age children. It gives aims and intentions that will be followed in the setting and marking of homework. However, as each child is different we hope that you will feel free to discuss with the class teacher any difficulties should they arise. We understand that some activities are not always tackled the same as you did at school and we are always willing to give more explanation.
Further up the school there is, of course, the added advantage of homework being set as a preparation for the expectations of secondary school and in preparation for the end of KS2 tasks.
Reading

Without very regular reading times a child’s reading skills are unlikely to develop quickly, so it is an expectation that children spend 10-15 minutes reading most evenings, with three evenings as an absolute minimum. By reading to and with your child not only are you supporting your child, you are setting up a pattern for life.
Reading to your child can provide a good model for fluency and style and your knowledge of the book gives a good basis for discussion. Even when children are fluent readers they still enjoy listening to stories and need your support and encouragement to practice regularly and to promote reading for pleasure. It is valuable if you can discuss the book with your child and be available to assist with any new words.

Reading aloud at home helps to develop further expression and focus on punctuation, but more fluent children can find this slows them down and silent reading with a discussion afterwards may be as valuable.
Hearing your child read gives you the opportunity to develop his/her skills. It is important a book is not too hard or too easy, about 80-85% of known words are fine. If the book is hard, and the child is really struggling take over the reading and talk about the story later. Let the story or information flow, but at some convenient point ask a few (but not many) questions that focus on aspects of reading e.g. whether they have understood the main points, a spelling pattern e.g. ble, dle, gle words, grammar e.g. speech marks, forecasting what might happen, effective use of words e.g. make you feel scared. 
Spelling in KS2
Children often know how to spell frequently used words correctly but can be careless in ensuring accuracy. Your help in checking over homework, pointing out incorrect spellings and encouraging the use of a dictionary will ensure that your child becomes increasingly responsible for consistently correct spellings.
Handwriting

Our aim is to develop clear correct letter formation moving to ‘joined up’ handwriting. Later the focus is on building up speed and fluency.
It is helpful before your child starts school to ensure that capital letters are only used when necessary and that during their first years at school you refer to the letter and number formation sheet when working with your child.
Maths

Homework will be linked to practising and consolidating maths skills, particularly mental mathematics, counting in patterns, counting forward and backwards, learning addition and subtraction bonds, learning tables etc. Games that encourage mental agility with numbers and give practice in the basic number skills are a valuable form of homework. There may be ‘pencil and paper’ maths work, but often linked to mental approaches.
Other subject areas

One off tasks may sometimes be appropriate, Particularly in topic work. These may involve finding something out, collecting something or perhaps being encouraged to watch a particular television programme at home. There may be a holiday project which would follow up or prepare for a topic in school. One of the important regular tasks we ask children in the juniors is to prepare an Assembly. This promotes research skills and Speaking and Listening skills, but only comes round once every term usually. Teachers do try to keep parents informed about any theme being studied so that discussion can take place at home or relevant visits made.
Further homework tasks

Very occasionally a child may bring home task to finish if they have already been given sufficient time to do so in school. However, we do not consider this to be ‘homework’. A convalescent child may also be given, or may ask for, extra tasks.
Foundation children expectations

Children are encouraged to take home and return books on a daily basis. Books are changed by a child and their parents when they arrive at school in the morning. We expect parents to share books with their child most nights of the week. Parents are informed weekly of the letter sounds and key words children are learning at school. Simple maths tasks or games are set for children to complete with their parents.
Children are asked to bring in things from home to support phonics and work on current topics.

KS1 children expectations

Infant children need to be stimulated by talking, singing, listening, counting, planning activities together etc. Remember, however, that young children have had a very tiring and demanding school day. With the wide range of extra curricula activities available today they are already doing lots of learning at school and at home.

We expect children to spend about 10-15 minutes most days, with their parents, reading and talking about books. The Home/School Reading Record is used as a link between parents and teacher. This is their main English homework.

Most children should spend about 15 minutes a week on a Literacy task which may include spelling practice when set by the class teacher.

In addition a short, 10-20 minute, Maths task will be given and we encourage parents to find opportunities through games to help children with Mental Maths strategies.
Lower KS2 children expectation
Lower junior children need to spend about 20 minutes reading 3 days a week. This should include book talk with parents as well. Reading aloud to an adult for at least 2 sessions helps to develop fluency and expression, but on other occasions even if reading is not aloud, children should discuss the book with an adult. Children and parents should also keep a record of what they have read in the reading record.
Spellings (30 minutes) and Maths (30 minutes) activities are set weekly and from time to time additional English work will be given.
Once a year children may be asked to prepare a topic to develop research and recording skills and to prepare a class assembly twice a year.
Upper junior children expectations

Reading should continue as before, one or two sessions with some reading aloud with an adult, and two sessions sustained silent reading of about 20 minutes a session. 
Spellings will be sent home most weeks. These will be appropriate to their ability and designed to extend their vocabulary. They should take at most 20 minutes of time during a full week.
Mathematics will be designed to re-enforce class topic work and is often linked to Mental Maths strategies. This should take at most 30-40 minutes per week.
Twice a year children are asked to prepare a theme for a class assembly.

Occasionally children may be asked to do research or written work linked to Literacy or another subject area.
In Year 6 there will also be some additional activities linked to SATs preparation.
Marking

Although homework tasks may not lend themselves to formal marking, the children’s work is checked regularly by staff and valued for its effort.
Staff commitment

The staff firmly believe in the value of home/school partnership and its benefits for the children.
They undertake to build into their planning, tasks that might be appropriate as “homework” to support activities being undertaken in class.

They will provide information for parents through newsletters, booklets or individual meetings where appropriate.
Any work you complete at home will reinforce and support our work in school, this will help to ensure your child reaches his/her full potential.

We will try to send out homework on a particular day so that parents “expect” it (see page 1).

